Great Greenbrier River 
Log Drive 

A new event at this year’s 
Autumn Harvest Festival 
commemorates the 19th century log 
drives on the Greenbrier, made 
famous by W. E. Blackhurst's 
Riders of the Flood , while at the 
same time raising money to support 
PCHS's expanding girl's athletics 
program. 

Before the railroad came to 
Pocahontas County at the turn of 
the century, the only way to get the 
white pine logs down to the mill at 
Ronceverte was to float them down 
the river. But as we all know, for 
much of the year the Greenbrier can 
barely float a canoe. The old time 
loggers used splash dams in the 
small streams to carry the logs 
down to the river. There they 
stayed throughout the winter. 

As Roy Clarkson recounts in 
Tumult on the Mountains, 

"The beginning of the drive 
was heralded by the breaking up of 
the ice and its floating downstream. 
The huge blocks of ice were piled 
along the driver banks and in 
sloughs and eddys forming walls 
that helped keep the logs in the 


main stream. 1 he logs themself 
were rolled in as soon as the maih 
floe passed and were carried swifth 
downstream. The men, with then 
teams followed along both banks to 
keep logs rolled into the water anil 
to clear out the ones that wree 
forced into sloughs and flats by the 
swollen stream. 

The work was dangerous and 
extremely disagreeable. The mep 
worked from early morning until 
after dark, much of the time soaked 
by the icy water. Nevertheless, the 
drive continued until the logs were 
caught near the sawmill by largfe 
booms that extended across the 
river.” 

The Great Greenbrier river 
Log Drive, to be held Saturday, 
September 29, at noon, recalls the 
exciting days, but on a miniature 
scale. "Mini-logs”, each branded 
with a number will be launched intf 
the Greenbrier near Bums Motor 
Freight. The first mini-log to reacn 
the highway bridge in Marlinton 
will be declared the winner. Thfc 
person whose $5 donation to thfc 
PCHS girls athletic program 
"bought” that log will receive p 
$250 premium. You can buy • 
mini-log from any PCHS woman 
athlete or call the high school a 
799 6564. 
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The Greenbrier has its origins 
in the biggest mountain country 
'f which we boast. There an 
f W -n forks, Ed»t and \\ est, which 
unite at Durbin. Tho East Fork 
rises over at the Birthplace of 
Kivers, in the high Alleghenies 
where Pocahontas and Pendleton 
countios meet. The West Fork 
rise* up in the Spruoe country 
near lie Kandofph-Pocahontas 
hue Part of its waters flow from 
Shavers Mountain, a splendid 
Hinge in the Cheat system. 

Each fork has a tributary 
kuonn as Little Kivcr, and both 
are famous trout streams. East 
LrtV Hirer plunges down from 
Allegheny, ami flows along U S 
MO, north and east of Durbin 
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T , e Greenbrier Valley was set 
■ ed largely by Scotch-Irish 
• jle wbo came into West Virgin a 
rom the Valley of Virginia 
,/'* e Scottish names are still 
here; McClung, Wallace, Cam, 
hell, and McNeill. The settler* 
brought with them a tradition ei 
good schools, the 1‘resbvteriai 
Oburch, and a sense of free,Ion 
mid personal independence whio 
persists to this day. 

M hen Virginia met to deci.l 
whether or not it would leave th 
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gathered^for the sport. The in- 
evitable happened—the fish pop¬ 
ulation began to suffer. 

The decrease has been a head¬ 
ache for fish technicians, and they 
have tried many things to restore 
the bass. A few years ago, no¬ 
ticing that a forage fish, natural 
food of bass, were in short num¬ 
bers, they tried introducing min¬ 
nows of various species. This 
has seemed to work pretty well, 
and fishermen tell me that bass 
are coming back in the Greenbri¬ 
er. Perhaps man, working with 
nature to restore the food balance 
has found the answer to tlu 
problem. 


One of thc glories of the ma’n 
stream is the tributaries. To 
mention only a few of them, one 
thinks immediately of Deer Creek 
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Ntlinjftou Creek, Knapps Creek, 
Move*lick, Spice Hun, Spring 
Creek and Howard* Creek. Kacb 
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mention only a few of them, one 1 
thinks immediately of Deer Creek ' 
Sitlington Creek, Knapps Creek, 
Clovei lick, Spice Run, Spring i 
Creek and Howards Creek. Each 
oDe has been a favorite among 
fishermen, and unspoiled by 
wastes *ro n coal mines and other 
developments. Along each the 
r o lodendron grows, and wild 
fo vers grow in profusion. 

Below Durbin, once a mighty 
lumber center, the Green brier 
flows just at the foot of the 
Cheat Range known as “Back 
Allegheny.” Higher and higher 
the spruce clad peaks rise, until 
they climax at Bald Knob, 4,824 
teet above the sea. This is one of 
the great wilderness regions of 
the state. 

The village of Cass owes its ex¬ 
istence to lumber. It was built 
to se rve the great sawmill, once 
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i..*, Kicai wnueruess regions of 
the state. 

The village of Cass owes its ex¬ 
istence to lumber. It was built 
to serve the great sawmill, once 
the state’s largest, and still an ex¬ 
tensive operation. When the 
American Museum of Natural 
History, in New York, wished to 
prepare a habitat exhibit display¬ 
ing the eastern wild turkey, it 
coicluded that the birds of Poca- 
ho tas connty might be of the 
purest strain to be found in the 
country. Workers were sent to 
Cass, collections were made, and 
victors to New York may see 
today the magnificent group of 
turkeys which is one of the Mu¬ 
seum’s prize exhibits. 

While still in Pocahontas coun¬ 
ty, the Greenbrier passes Seie'a 
State Forest, the town of Mari n 






motion pictures of the hunters ar 
their kill. Mr Farley Is familiar mU 
coyotes, and lie positively id otitii 
the animal as a wolf. 
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That It Is the same wolf whk 
Howard Beale i?ot a shot at last w|i 
ter Is proven by a couple of buck ah 
embedded In the skin of Its forehei' 
For the past two or three yea'’ 
this varment has played the wild wit 
sheep on and around Middle Mou 
tain of Elk. Howard Beale lost 
head of sheep over two years: L I 
Slurp 50 head; Hubert Jordan ; 
head since last April. Ti e Vanl> 
vanders have been especially hea' 
losers. Others to lose sheep we 
Estley, Roy and Emmett Suarp ar 
the Conrads. 


Where this wolf came from Is n 
known. About a year a*o a ma 




Mt dear Cal: 

On yesterday. Thursday, Gai 
Warden Win. A. Hite, of Bath Cot 
ty, with a big bunch of sportsme 
continued the search for the w< 
that had been killing sheep for 
long time. They started the w< 
this time on Back Creek Mountal 
above the old Jackson River Flu 
Club, about 2 p. m. A Mr Uptr 
shot and broke its lower jaw. T 
dogs ran the animal several miles; 
one of the hunvers on a stand ne 
the home of Frank Hodge where 
was'shot and killed by Charlie Hod^i 

Game Warden Hite phoned to i 
last night and I went early this mo 
lug to Hot Springs to see it. This 
a very large Timber Wolf, a perfe 
specimen. 

I wanted to bring It over for yc 

JSL!!! 1 “ r .H 11 * war >tea:to take 


w,»-.hot »no ' phon ,d tom- 

C.,.,. w “ r, |' | n «ent early iMs “ ,, ' n 
last nIKl.t and jeM ^ y T „,. Is 

r?.Jy”«e Wolf,. P«"«- 

specimen It over for you 

' "*?ut M°r H t" wanted , to take h 

to Oof In* *0" * n d »“»«*• t0d3y and | 

“«^,?nk B1 t°h.” 0 "r. severs, more of 
these Umbe^wolves In this vicinity 
as we are finding Rood many sheep, 
as well as deer, that have been killed 
by some such animal. 
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niekory Lodge 
Hot Springs, Va. 


Over in Bath county last Thursda\ 
afternoon a wolf was killed on the 
Rocky Ridge some twelve miles nortl. 
of Warm Springs. A hound had been 
put on the trail and as the wolf ran 
out of a laurel patch Francis Liptrap 
pot a shot, hitting the animal In the 
jaw. This cut down his speed, but 
lie ran for more than a mile farther, 
when C. C Hodge brought him down 
with a shot in the body. 

In color this wolf is gray, black 
and a dark ‘Idlrty white.” Its weight 
tipped the scales at forty-two pounds. 
It measured fifty five inches from tip 
to tip. the tall being fifteen Inches 
long Height at shoulders twenty- 
eight inches. 

Looking the Loop I find there Is 
great range of individual variation in 
the color of wolves. Gray or black, 
some tin es brownish gray or brown 
Uh white: under fur duBky: under 
parte and sides, whitish gray 
The measurements given for a male 
wolf are 62 inches in length; height 
at shoulder 27 Inches; lengt h or tall 
16 Inches; weight 75 to 105 pounds 
For • female, the length U 48 indies. 
• ah 12 n d ev height 25 Indies and 
weight 55 to 00 pounds, 
t. i ptrUon of the Hath County 

H*e r. ochitfon lids Is a young imiouf 
t grey »o'f 

« iff tnst dtwrl^l Inn of the coyote 


Hanging hick * • no u .. 0 <«i , . 

merit break out and run away. It 1 1 
went In such hurry It brushed a stob. 
to leave a hand full of hair Some of | 
this hair was sent to the biologist at i 1 
the University for positive identities \ j 
Lion. t looked like wolf hair and 
rur to me. t 


The old she wolf has known hang 
iut9 on Mingo Knob, Elk and Middle j 
Mountains When chased by dogsl 
die takes a straight course to Gauley • 
Mountain, and has been followed; 
into Big Run, thirteen miles below 
Slaty For*. 

The dogs readily follow the trail 
of tills old she wolf, and she runs] 
away It Is not known yet whether j 
the dogs would fight her or not if 


Drought to ua>. 

The State Conservation Com mis 
*lon has taken notice of the pres¬ 
ence of wolves In the<e mountains 
and Game Protector Stalnaker has 
has been detailed for the duration of 
the war to 1 unt them down He is 
working at it faithfully. There is 
talk of a big reward to be made up by 
the Commission, a local rod and gun 
club and the individual farmers who 
have suffered such heavy losses the 
past year. I do not know whether 
this big reward business is advisable 
Just at the present. It Is likely to 
put a lot of enthusiastic green horns 
in the woods to keep the wolves stir 
red up, and thus Interfere with the 
better laid plans of the neighbors, 
* 1.0 must get rid of these wolves or 
go out of the sheep business. 

Already a wolf has been killed In 
Bath county, and the report persists 
there Is a pack of wolves in Tucker 
county, killing deer in ru A CKe 
Valiev reainn i t ln the Canaan 
vaiiey region l have heard of news 
paper reports of a few wniL k , 
killed In Pennsylvania Thf t h ® " K 
report Is that a pack of 1 ? h ® ar8 *> 
^Irty wolves made appearand lh>k, ‘ 
Pennsylvania deer w.Sfi a , rance * n the 
and have worked south * *** w,Dt « r 

K Is Ini pots ip ia t0 { f 
the wolves came from A# m w, ‘ eno ** 
haw the age old tradni Cours « we 
migrating ,n ( | ‘' on of wolve- 

iflor bring gone f tir J * aok to rang*, 
more * « B, >er»tioij oi 
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ton, W. Va., as second class matter. 

CALVIN W. PRICe7~EDIT0R 


THURSDAY, JULY 9, 1936 


On next Thursday, July 16, i n the 
morning, at the Court Honse, in Mar* 
Jinton, United States Engineers from 
the War Department, will sit for pub 
lie hearing of things about Green 
brier River and her tributaries. They 
will come to carry out the directions 
of an Act of Congress, sponsored by 
our own Congressman Jennings Ran 
dolph, providing for a survey of every 
mile of the 170 miies of the longest 
river wholly within the State of 

wp * f ' Virginia. The idea is for flood 

control. 

i no object of the public meeting 
ket for Thursday is to ascertain what 
uh local people know and have been 
b'kl of the high waters of 18(11, 1877,1 
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UUdm. 

k * 1 * 5 Hood of 
apoKBii ui o-> " *-■» foot rise at 
l^'nnton; the 1H8» flood as a 2 C foot 
M*. my recollection of the flood of 

as 18 feet, and the °ne this 
,! -intr as 14 feet. Dependable tig 
S res oo the last two can be had ol 
u .., c lal record kept In recent years at 
Hie Buckeye bridge. However, there 
HI be discrepancy, as the rise in the 
Greenbrier this year was greater in 
lower parts of the Greenbrier than 
than the flood of three years ago 
though not so high at Marlinton. 

As for marks of the big water __ 
18 77, I do not know of one remaining 
since the Toll House was moved over 
and lowered. This house sat four 
steps up from the ground, and the 
water came over the second step 
For years, there was a big, long hem 
lock log left by this flood on the lot 
now occupied by the residence 
George W. McCollum. This log was 
•till on the lot when the house was 
built about 35 years ago. Flood 
*ater has never come near this rest 
drn> e It probably took three of f°u 
fat of water ov. road to was ' 

the big log on to Mr McCollaiu’s lot 
1 have heard the etory often of no* 
u *« whole of Marlins Hotton* *; 

l*V the flood oEP® 1 
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g^mple 18 uuw un uower Camden 
? venue. A round this stack the Wa 
fpr was shallow, and some colts and 
Lsibly 20 head of calves fathered 
{Jy uncle. Andrew McLaughlin, own 
e d the farm, and he came down to 
the point of Marlin Mountain, and 
he saw the colts mill around and 
drive the calves out into the water 
He called the calves and they made 
it real well swimming until the) 
struck a swift current about where 
the railroad grade is now. The swift 
water carried away and drowned 
some 18 head of calves, only three or 
four head being able to make it to 
the mountain. The current was 
water which had risen over the banks 
at the head of the bottom, where the 
big tanning plant of the United 
States Leather Company I s noW n 
'J he colts stayed by the stack an n 
barm came to them. . OQU0 » ie i 

1 he venerable John VVauR ' s ‘ )nie . 
*a* then living ut the fund J (n t | )t > 
k tead on Indian l>raft. A ‘'"k to i 
(1 *y lie rode to Marlins ills 
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m t j ie venerable John Waugh «, 

»S men living at the family lle 
stead on Indian Draft. Along n °T 

d»y »>« to , Mar iins Botulm u, 
look at the river. He swam w 
horse across Stony Creek, tied U n ana 
climbed the hill to Jericno FUt " 
the Seneca Trail was deep under W a 
ter. Looking across toward the Me- 
Laugh)in homestead, where the court 
house is now, there was but a single 
strip of land showing above the wat¬ 
ers—the higher ground on Lower 
Camden, where Dewey Stemple and 
others now live. There is no diver¬ 
sity between the story I heard about 
tlie calyes and colts being in shallow 
water on this place, and it showing 
up bare of water in Mr Waugh’s rec 
oliection. The crest of the flood 
readied Marlinton early in the morn 
ing; Waugh looked at it later in the 
day. 

1 will be interested to know the 
height of the ’77 flood, when the 
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r ettCl)eci juwiiiiiiuii rariy in uie morn 
l„ K r; Waugh looked at it later in the 
day • 

1 will be interested to know the 
height of the ’77 flood, when the 
United States Engineers reach Mar* 
linton and level from Mr Stemple’s 
house to the low water mark. Of 
course there may have been some 
change in the bed of the ri\er in GO 
years, but not enough to bother the 
head of any one less accurate than a 
civil engineer. 

Engineer R. S. Bennett, attached 
to the Hinton office, was here last 
week and will be in the valley all this 
week. He interviews people for 
facts, figures and estimates on high 
water marks and losses from floods. 
a* Intervals of several miles, Ml. 
Bennett checks on the river for high 
water marks. Following him is an 
engineer corps working its tedious 
way up the river from its mouth. 
When these surveyors come along, | : 



Bennett, attached 
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Knglneer »• » 
the Hinton offlce, was here last 
!^ek and will be In the valley all this 
week. He interviews people for 
facts, figures and estimates on high 
water marks and losses from floods. 
At Intervals of several miles, Mj: 
Bennett checks on the river for W*h 
water marks. Following him is an 
engineer corps working its tedious 
way up the river from Its mouth. 
When these surveyors come along, 
it will be seen how accurately the 
various marks will tie in with each 
other. Between now and the six 
teenth. any one who lias pictures, 
recollections, high water marks, and 
other information if they will see 
Mr Bennett and give him the benefit 
of their information it will be great 
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menaced. We wondered 

what could and would be 
when to hold back the How 
pouring off these our mountain, 
add.ng Its part to the menace 
populous lowlands, and Inddentlj 
save us at the same time y 

We knew the Greenbrier do* nol 
lend itself for the building of great 
reservoirs to store up vast heads of 
waters, like the Bl uestsne project on 
the New Klver, near lllnton for In¬ 
stance. There Is no other place iliac 
fhe river side for the railroad* which 


|y appreciated. Also those who have 
any Information and those who have I r.Vllo'w the GmnbritT fwmT,’.u".!u 

- ■ - u* engi..«.« i* 


Then our 


I general ~. rt .iance up on w>n- 

ular, exerted his Ini of woney 

gress to appropriate a ^ Greenb rl»r 
for a thorough survitf wis pr4l . t |. 
Klver. to ma twr <»f **••/ 

cal to be done In U* “ 


suffered damage and Inconvenience | 

from the Greenbrier, if they will g a n to talk to me about a serial of I 
write down wiiat they know ^nd S Qnail damn 0 n tlie kieiail streams ami 
place an estimate on the losses sus-1 tlie t r lh>ut» r ies of suoli rivers as the 
tained from great floods which per- Greenbrier; to hold floods of the 
iodically sweep the Greenbrier, to Branches in check and allow the run 
submit at the public hearing on next' off to come t j 0 wn gradually, so the 
Thursday, they will be performing a beds of the main streams could carry 
public service. This applies to citi* j | t awa y without crowding the water 
zens from Durbin to Ronceverte * 4 ~‘'* 

One of the men I asked Mr Bennett 
to go and see was John B Buckley at 
the irouth of Swago. For 16G years 
the Buckley family has lived on the 
Banks of the Greenbrier at the mouth 

of Swago Creek. They have marks h ___ 

which can l>e relied upon. Here was 1 R^HolpliTever on the alert ._ 
'•ne place the mark of “«1 could be y *} nKS which benefit the 
compared with the mark of '77. „i an d his own people h>P»fV 

The old l'oage house at Marllnton * eneral ..» noon Con 

*‘to»xJ near f he present residence of 
B B. Sla\eri on Lower Camden. It 
*** built, 1 would say, around 140 
>fc*r* ago, Anyway Major William 
hage lived there when lie went off to 


| out to overflow the land. I look 
heart, for If the rushing crests of the 
floods in the Greenbrier could be held 
back for just a few hours, we have 
no great things to fear from wash 

Congressman 
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about 1820, tell of sitting in his mas¬ 
ter’s house and watching the corn 
stalks wash by the porch. He said 
he thought this big flood occurred in 
the 1830’s. 

I remember the big flood of 1889— 
June, Johnstown, While covering 
most of the bottom, the water did 
not wash away the fence around a 
cornfield where R B. Slaven now 
lives. My uncles told me this flood 
was not so high as that of twelve 
years before. However, I think the 
water did get over a patch of farm 
ground my father owned at the head 
of the bottom, on which the Green¬ 
brier Tannery now stands. I will 
have to ask my older brothers about 
this. They were big enough to have 
to help rebuild the fences; such ex¬ 
perience has tendency to fix events in 
the mind. 

The town of Marlinton was divided 
In two parts nearly forty years ago 
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was a neavy current at the foot of 
Marlin Mountain. The railroad fill 
holds the flood waters of Knapps 
Creek, to escape under the bridge 
and to join the river, over young Zed I 
Smith’s McClintic bottom. I think 
it was in 1918 that the flood waters 
of Knapps Creek lacked but few inch¬ 
es of lapping the ends of the ties on 
the east face of this embankment 
Times would have been but tolerable 
like for us on the west side of the 
till, had the waters been just a little 
higher, to haye gone over and caused 
a breach. 

The town of Marlinton is exposed 
to two sources of danger and incon¬ 
venience—on the east of the railroad 
from Knapps Creek; on the west of 
die till from Greenbrier River. The 
•Id settlers have ever maintained this 
till of division lias saved us down 
towriem from getting quite so wet, 

' i .1 If I I I » a* u r ic I iuii»a9 i/» oa of cl t \ P 





o not uuw x recall iew iiign water 
marks east of the railroad. I have 
given the one on the railroad ties 
near the main street crossing. 1918 
The same flood was deep on the side ! 
of a horse in the road at the graded 
school, and once topped the pickei 
fence around the Hiner property in 
front of the High School. 

With the exception of the Green¬ 
brier River at Marlinton, the floods 
of the spring of 1936 were much more 
disastrous than the big water of ♦‘•he 
spring of 1933 For instance the riv¬ 
ers which rise in and around our 
county and flow north—the various 
branches of the Monongahela and Po 
tomac—were never so high in the 
memory or record of the white man. 
Knapps Creek, the largest tributar) 
of the Greenbrier rose higher in pro¬ 
portion than the river. But even 
then home life was not so happy for 
most a week, messing around with 

wrtIMntr fume 
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branches of the Monongahela and Po 
tomac—were never so high in the 
memory or record of tlie white man. 
Knapps Creek, tlie largest tributarj 
of the Greenbrier rose higher in pro¬ 
portion than the river. But even 
then home life was not so happy for 
most a week, messing around with 
Hooded basements, waiting turns for 
the town pumps to spill the water 
out so the home fires cculd be re 
surued. 

Heretofore we have taken for 
granted our losses in money and in- j 
convenience from floods, Our busi¬ 
ness and our property required that 
we live upon low ground to make a 
living for our families. The danger 
and the risk of loss by periodical 
overflows were just chances people 
must take in this world— things 
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gineers who will sit in public i/c 
ac the courthouse on next Thurse. 

July 10, beginning at 10 o’clock A. to 

-s _ ■■ 

What can I tell those scientific gen 
tlemen who come here for facts and 
figures and estimates? Pitifully lit¬ 
tle that will be of actual information 
to base report on, though it has been 
said our family has lived on the 
banks of the Greenbrier for so many 
generations they have become web 
footed and quack like geese. 

However, I do say, if you have 
made any high water marks or know 
of any made during the past genera¬ 
tions, please let Mr. Bennett know 
and point them out to the surveyors 
as they work by your place. 


What figures of loss and damage 
by flood can I file with the scientific 
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convenience of silty raud on walk and! 
lawn, and doing without tire except 1 
In the kitchen stove for a few daysl 
after the kind of floods which have! 
occurred only through a period oi j 
years. The actual expense of money 
paid out for pumping the basement 1 
has always been less than twentj dol \ 
lars. 1 

However, multiply that small sum 
by hundreds; add to it the loss ol I 
farm fences, and crops—stored or j 
growing; the damage to railroads and 
the highways; the washing away ol 
good top soil; the interruption ol 
business and traffic—it totals up no 
mean figure. 

I presume, too, the possibility of a 
few feet more water in the Greenbrier 
than has ever yet happened in corn 
paratlvely short time t le white peo 
pie have lived here, and the eonse 
nuent endani/erlncr of **•' 


Dime it washed out Pittsburgh ami! 
Cumberland, Romney and Paw Paw.' 

Since the above was written I have 1 
alked over flood matters with J E ' 
Buckley. He tells me their old liouse 
vas built in 1842 on the banks of the 
Greenbrier opposite the mouth ot 
Swago Creek, On the jam rock ol 
lire place has been recorded ever} 
flood which came into the house since 
»t was built. The highest was in 
1877; the Johnstown flood, 1889, ; 
three feet lower This corresponds j 
.vith our recollection here at Marlin- 1 
on, where they said the 77 flood was 
24 feet and the 89 tt iod was 20 feet 
\t. Marl inton 14 feet puts the Green 
>rter over its banks; at Swago IS feet 
A’hen the railroad was built through 
he Buck lev plantation it was put 
*lx>ve the flood level of 77. ^ 




